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Fellowship in the Church
Acts 4:23 – 5:10
Introduction:

Fellowship is not just a warm fuzzy feeling -- κοινωνίᾳ - sharing, association, communion, fellowship, close relationship. It is a giving as well as receiving.
I.  Sharing in Pain – 4:23
“And [Peter and John] being let go, ﻿﻿they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.”
Their first thought was to get with God’s people.

· To share what had happened

· To praise God for His deliverance 

· To pray to God for their needs.

II. Sharing in Prayer – 4:24-30

We don’t just rush in and start asking.

A.  Concerning God’s person –4:24-28

1. His Omnipotence – 4:24

“So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, ﻿﻿You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 

You are almighty. You can do all things. What You have done in the past gives us confidence for the future.

2. His Omniscience – 4:25-28

﻿

a. His Prophetic Foreknowledge – 4:25-26
“Who ﻿﻿by the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, And the peoples  plot vain things? The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ.’ (Psalm 2)
This psalm is Messianic and prophetic of the tribulation period, “He who sits in the heavens ﻿﻿shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in derision. “Yet I have ﻿﻿set My King on My holy hill of Zion.” You shall ﻿﻿break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel. 

But, remember, the multiple fulfillments (Chapter 2). Peter applies this Psalm to the crucifixion, and it is recorded as truth.



b. His Prophetic Fulfillment – 4:27-28

 “For ﻿﻿truly against ﻿﻿Your holy Servant Jesus, ﻿﻿whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together. 

We can see how Peter is comparing the two scriptures: ﻿  
Psalm 2



Acts 4
               
Nations “ἔθνη” Acts 4:25 = Gentiles “ἔθνεσιν” (v. 27)
               
Peoples “λαοὶ” (v. 25) = People of Israel “λαοῖς Ἰσραήλ” (v. 27)
               
Kings (v. 26) = Herod (v. 27)

Rulers (v. 26)   = Pontius Pilate (v. 27).
 

Psalm 2 predicts what will happen 

The first time at the cross, the second time in the tribulation.
The first time He came in weakness, the second time in war.

The first time He came as a lamb, the second time as a lion.

The first time His glory was veiled, the second time it will be visible.

The first time they shed His blood, the second time He will shed theirs.

     



Both times the opposition of the world is





Organized






Official







Determined

But God had determined it all beforehand -- to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 

Without absolving them of their guilt, we are reminded the cross did not catch God by surprise; He planned it all, down to the smallest detail. (See 2:23)
B. Concerning God’s Power – 

1. Their Danger – 4:29a
“Now, Lord, look on their threat”
Their threats were real! They had the authority, opportunity and the will to beat them, torture them and even kill them. They had killed Jesus!

So what did they ask for – protection, revenge, recompense, change of orders? No 

2. Their Desire – 4:29b-30 

a. Courage – 4:29b

“and grant to Your servants ﻿﻿that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 

They already knew what their orders were. They just wanted help to do it.

b. Confirmation – 4:30

“by stretching out Your hand to heal, ﻿﻿and that signs and wonders may be done ﻿﻿through the name of ﻿﻿Your holy Servant Jesus.” 

The gift of apostle included the gift of healing. 

Paul said, “﻿﻿Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs σημείοις and ﻿﻿wonders τέρασιν and mighty ﻿﻿deeds  δυνάμεσιν” (2 Corinthians 12:12)

At the beginning of the church signs were needed to authenticate the oral message of the apostles. The church was Jewish -- “The Jews require a sign.” (I Cor. 1.22)

When the complete revelation has come, there is no longer a need for signs and wonders.

God can and does heal today, but not for a sign to authenticate the Scriptures.

Remember the rich man in Hades? (Luke 16). They have Moses and the prophets. They will not be persuaded, though someone rose from the dead.

III. Sharing in Filling – 4:31

A.  A Spectacular Sign – 4:31a

﻿
“And when they had prayed, ﻿﻿the place where they were assembled together was shaken; 

The physical sign got their attention. Did God hear our prayer? Yes, I think He did! 

B. A Spiritual Sign – 4:31b

“and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, ﻿﻿and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

They spoke with boldness. In their own language, not tongues. There are no tongues connected with this filling.


IV. Sharing in family – 4:32-37

A. A spiritual Oneness – 4:32

“Now the multitude of those who believed ﻿﻿were of one heart and one soul; ﻿﻿neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. 

B.  A Leadership Oneness – 4:33﻿﻿ 

“And with ﻿﻿great power the apostles gave ﻿﻿witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And ﻿﻿great grace was upon them all. 

This is the oneness that Jesus had in mind when He prayed, “that they may be one, even as We are One.  (John 17) 

It wouldn’t last. The second law of thermo-dynamics would set in and the church would show signs of deterioration. Jealousies, false doctrine, and strong personalities would cause divisions. This was devotion at work, not doctrine.

C. A Material Oneness – 4:34-37
1. The Expression – 4:34-35

“Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; ﻿﻿for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, ﻿and laid them at the apostles’ feet; ﻿﻿and they distributed to each as anyone had need. 

This was motivated by Christian love; a common, voluntary sharing. This was not Communism, ordered from the top; it came from the heart. They did not have to; they chose to. If it was communism, it failed.

In a few years Paul was taking an offering for the poor Jewish Christians in Jerusalem (Rom 16:26).
2. The Example – 4:36-37

“And ﻿﻿Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of ﻿﻿Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus,﻿ ﻿﻿having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” 

Barnabas was a Levite. They were not to own land but to live from the gifts of the other tribes. He lived in Cyprus where the Law of Moses may not have been practiced.

He was either “son of consolation,” his grace or “son of exhortation,” his gift. He was a credit to the new church and a fine missionary with the apostle, Paul- as we will see later.

3. The Exception – 5:1-10

a. The Devil’s Deception – 5:1-2

(1) Their plan 5:1-2a

“But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, 


(2) Their performance – 5:2b

“and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet.”
b. The Divine Detection - 5:3-10

(1) The first exposure – 5:3- 6

(a) The source – 5:3

﻿
“But Peter said, “Ananias, why has ﻿﻿Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?

(b) The substance – 5:4a

﻿

“While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? 

 (c) The seriousness – 5:4b-6

i. The Seriousness stated – 5:4b

“Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 

ii. The seriousness shown – 5:5-6

“Then Ananias, hearing these words, ﻿﻿fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who heard these things. ﻿And the young men arose and ﻿﻿wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.”
(2) The second exposure – 5:7-10

(a) Sapphira’s confidence- 5:7-8

i. Her ignorance – 5:7

“Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.”
ii. Her insistence – 5:8

“And Peter answered her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much?” She said, “Yes, for so much.” 

(b) Sapphira’s  condemnation – 5:9-10


i. Her sin – 5:9a

“Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together ﻿﻿to test the Spirit of the Lord? 
ii. Her sentence – 5:9b-10


“Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” ﻿10﻿ ﻿﻿Then immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. And the young men came in and found her dead, and carrying her out, buried her by her husband. 

Conclusion:
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